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New European Innovation Agenda: Fostering 
connected regional innovation valleys across 

the EU - Regional Innovation Valleys

Call for expression of interest

• Closed on 18 September 2023

→ 140 LoIs to become RIV

• Will be supported with the 
matchmaking events

Matchmaking map (New!)

• Filtering feature by region, country, 
main commitment/challenge and 
performance (regional innovation 
scoreboard)

• Option to download data

Calls for proposals:

1st round  closed 17 October 2023

• European Innovation Ecosystems call 
“Implementing co-funded action plans 
for connected regional innovation 
valleys (HORIZON-EIE-2023-
CONNECT-03)” – 8 proposals

• Interregional Innovation 
Investments (I3-Cohesion) - 49 
proposals

2nd round 2024 

• Opening I3 during the 1st half of the 
year

• EIE ja I3 calls parallel at the end of 
2024 or beginning of the 2025 to be 
confirm



Fostering connected regional 

innovation valleys across the EU 

Build on Smart Specialisation Strategies

Enhance the directionality of regional 

R&I investment and policies

I3 EIE

New European Innovation Agenda – Flagship 3
Cohesion and R&I policy tackle the innovation divide



What is Smart Specialisation?

Smart Specialisation is an innovation policy concept to boost innovation in 
enterprises at the regional level by enabling regions to focus on their strengths and 
comparative advantages.

3 pillars of smart specialisation?



Regional Innovation Valleys: key definitions
Regional 
Innovation 
Valley

➢ Enhance the coordination and directionality of the region’s R&I investment and
policies, at regional level in support of key EU priorities

➢ Engage, building on shared or complementary smart specialisation areas in
interregional collaboration to develop innovation, including deep tech, and
help increase innovation cohesion

➢ Strengthen and connect their regional innovation ecosystems

Deep tech 
innovation

➢ concrete solutions to our societal problems by finding its source in a deep
interaction with the most recent scientific and technological advances and by
seeking to produce a profound impact in the targeted application areas.

Innovation 
action

An action primarily consisting of activities directly aiming to produce plans and
arrangements or designs for new, altered or improved products, processes or
services, possibly including prototyping, testing, demonstrating, piloting, large-
scale product validation and market replication.








